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How Are We Going to Get There? 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


One of my favorite Christmas songs is a choral piece 
by composer Natalie Sleeth that | first sang in high 
school as part of my church's youth choir. Titled 
“Were You There on that Christmas Night,” it starts with 
this question: 


Were you there, were you there, on that Christmas night, 
When the world was filled with a holy light? 

Were you there to behold when the wonder foretold 
came to earth? 


For me, this beautiful ballad is not just a sentimental reflection of the 
holiday season. It is a reminder that the Christmas invites us into the 
presence of the birth of the Christ Child. Which begs the question: How are 
we going to get there? 


The Season of Advent is a season of intentionality. It is a time set apart for 
us to journey toward Christmas. To be truly present at Christ’s birth, we 
can't just show up. Like Mary and Joseph, who had to make the trek from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem for the census, the shepherds who left their work in 
the fields to come to the birth site, and the Magi who followed a star a great 
distance to pay homage to the infant prophesied to be the new Jewish 
sovereign, we, too, must first find our way to Christmas. How are we going 
to get there? 


Jesus’ birth is also an invitation in and of itself, an invitation to a ministry of 
presence. Just as Mary and Joseph responded to God's call to birth, 
Immanuel, God Incarnate into the world; just as the shepherds were 
present to see and know the newborn Christ Child that they might share 
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the Good News with others; just as the Magi were present to acknowledge 
the authority of this infant Prince of Peace with gifts and then to protect 
him from Herod's dangerous snares, we are called to be present in the 
world, to be present with and for others, to show up and to serve. As 
congregations and ministry settings and together as the Southeast 
Conference, we are already doing some of that. But in our communities, 
here in the South, in our nation and the world, harm and danger, injustice 
and inequity are still causing fear, pain, suffering, and death. We know that 
we must magnify our UCC voice of compassion, inclusion, love and justice, 
and be present and engaged in even more significant ways. How are we 
going to get there? 


On Sunday, December 3"¢, we begin our Advent journey. It is my prayer 
that you will make this Advent a season of intentionality. Take time to plan 
your trek Christmas. What do you need to do for yourself, and with and for 
others, to make this annual pilgrimage to the birth of the Christ Child that 
you might be fully present and engaged? If you would like to send a short 
video or written reflection to share with your siblings in the Southeast 
Conference what is significant about this journey for you, please send it our 
way that we might learn, grow, and celebrate with one another. And as you 
are travel through these weeks of Advent, please take some time to reflect 
on how we, the Southeast Conference together, might continue to grow 
into the call that God has set before us to be a presence of Christ's ministry, 
actively spreading the Good News in word and deed. Talk with others. 
Identify and share with your Conference Staff Team the ways we can be 
present in ways both big and small that will impact lives and re-direct 
humanity toward love, peace, and a just world for all. 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=4ad03fc8ed Page 2 of 15 


SECUCC Conference Connection: December 1, 2023 12/2/23, 3:06 PM 


+ Meccya nts. 


PGES 


“A Weary World Rejoices!” 


Meditations for Advent and Christmas 


Take time to step away from all things busy, chaotic, stressful, exhausting, 
and overwhelming this Advent Season. The Southeast Conference will once 
again offer weekly meditations as, together, we prepare for the celebration 
of the birth of the Christ Child. 


A new video reflection will be provided each Sunday by email and on the 
Southeast Conference social media outlets: 


e First Sunday of Advent - December 3rd 

“Where Are You, God?” 

Rev. Candace Rowell 

Pastor of Faith Formation, Virginia Highland Church UCC, Atlanta GA 
e Second Sunday of Advent - December 10th 

“Messengers of Hope” 

Rev. Thomas Mitchell 

Associate Minister, Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta GA 
e Third Sunday of Advent - December 17” 

“Shouts of Joy” 

Rev. Laura Robinson 

Pastor, Peace Church, Clemson SC 
e Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve - December 24th 

“Birthing a Promise” 
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Rev. Heather Fosburgh 
Associate Conference Minister, Southeast Conference 


A reflection from our Conference Minister, Rev. Kim Wood, will be made 
available for Christmas Day. 


May God light your way through Season of Advent, blessing you each step 
of the way! 


Your Generosity Makes a Difference! 


In Fiscal Year 2023 (October 1, 2022-September 30, 2023), your generosity 
helped the Southeast Conference quadruple our Friends of the Conference 
annual giving from the previous year. While we did not reach our budgeted 
goal for 2023 of $45,000, we made a significant leap forward. And, we are 
well on our way to reaching that goal for FY2024! 


Your gifts to the SECUCC Friends of the Conference will make a difference 
in 2024. They will help: 


e provide staffing for youth events such as the Southern Region Winter 
Retreat and the 2024 Regional Youth Event 

e provide access to funding to areas such as Bolivar and Monroe 
Counties in Mississippi and Darlington County in South Carolina for 
recovery from tornados and floods 

e create collaborative opportunities to support and resource local 
churches through workshops for stewardship and generosity teams, 
educational sessions for lay officers, and community organizing and 
advocacy training 

e support and nurture people discerning their call to authorized 
ministry, and continue that care and support as they serve in local 
congregations and ministry settings 

e resource congregations and clergy going through times of transition 

e lay the groundwork for starting new congregations and ministry 
settings in areas of the Southeast Conference that do not yet have the 
voice of the UCC present and serving the local community 


These are just a few of the ways that your generosity makes a difference. As 
we enter his holy season of Advent and look toward the celebration of 
Christmas and as we move toward the end of 2023, please consider making 
a gift to the Southeast Conference Friends of the Conference Fund. You can 
give securely on our website at SECUCC.org or go to 
https://southeastconferenceunitedchurchofchrist-bloom.kindful.com/. 
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Thank you for all you do to make our ministry as the Southeast Conference 
together possible! And thank you for your generosity, which empowers us 
to do this collective ministry in the Southeast Conference that supports and 
resources local church and ministry settings, emboldens and nurtures 
youth and young adults, encourages and cares for clergy, and spreads the 
Good News of God’s amazing love. 


Financial Deadlines for 2023 


Please mark your calendars. The Southeast Conference’s Books for Our 


Church's Wider Mission and Special Offerings will close on January 12, 2024. 


We must receive your church’s contributions, including the Christmas Fund 
Offering, by January 12 in order for your church’s contribution to be 
counted towards your 2023 total and Five for Five offerings. Please make 
sure checks are made out to the Southeast Conference and the fund is in 
the memo line or include a letter specifying how the funds should be 
divided. 


Southeast News 


PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


DECEMBER 1973 - JANUARY 1974 NUMBER 10 


This Month in SEC History: December 1973 
by Mike Stroud 


Fifty years ago this month, a prominent Southeast Conference pastor had 
re-printed an article he wrote for his congregation's newsletter, “The 
Minister's Word on the Holidays,” in The Southeast News. The Rev. David 
Beebe, now deceased, was pastor of Pilgrim Congregational Church in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. He wrote on the very different attitudes of the 
UCC's Puritan forebears had toward what we these days call “the holiday 
season’: 


“Thanksgiving is here! Followed almost immediately by the season of 
Advent, during which we prepare for Christmas. And the Christmas season 
is followed by New Year's. This is the time we call in America ‘the holidays.’ 
It is interesting how we came to celebrate such a long season. 
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“It began in Scotland where some dour dominies (clergymen) decided not 
to celebrate Christmas. But the people, not permitted to celebrate the 
coming of the Light of the Word, began to celebrate instead the coming of 
the new year. And then our Puritan ancestors in early New England 
objected to Christmas too as a ‘Romanizing custom.’ So the people instead 
celebrated Thanksgiving for God's gift of the harvest. 


“The result of all this objection to Christmas was the Christmas holidays! | 
think there is a lesson here. The people sometimes are wiser than the 
theologians and they know that it is good to celebrate God's gifts. 


“| remember reading once of a young man out boating with a Puritan 
clergyman. The young man was observing the beauty of God's world. The 
clergyman responded: ‘Young man, beware of pantheism.’ Certainly he was 
wrong and it is good to see the hand of God at work in the beauty of (God's) 
world, including the changing of the seasons, which we see around us 
now.” 


First two photos from First Congregational Atlanta; Third and Fourth photos 
from Central Congregational Atlanta 
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Where’s the Conference Staff? 


Can you find the Southeast Conference staff? Take a moment to catch 
some of the highlights of where we've been and where we're going. 


Recently 


November 19 - Rev. Fosburgh joined First Congregational Church in 
Birmingham for their Zoomcoming, where she brought the message 
for the day. 

November 19 - Rev. Wood worshiped at her home church, Spirit of 
the Cross UCC, in Huntsville, AL 

November 26 - Rev. Fosburgh worshiped with Central Congregational 
in Atlanta as they said farewell to Senior Pastor Rev. Scott Cox. 
November 28- December 1 - Rev. Fosburgh attended the Alliance of 
Associate Conference Ministers’ retreat in Phoenix, AZ. 


Looking Ahead 


December 2 - Rev Wood will visit First Congregational Church of 
Marion, AL. 

December 3 - Rev. Fosburgh will worship with Sankofa UCC in Atlanta. 
December 3 - Rev. Wood will worship with Union United Church of 
Christ at Tougaloo in Jackson, MS and Safe Harbor Family Church 
United Church of Christ in Clinton, MS. 

December 4 - Rev. Wood will visit Tuscaloosa, AL for site exploration 
for Tuscaloosa UCC, a new church start. 

December 11-15 - Rev. Wood will help lead the UCC Council of 
Conference Ministers Annual Retreat in Tuscon, AZ. 

Friday, December 23 - The Southeast Conference Offices will close at 
noon for the Christmas Holiday until Tuesday, January 2, 2024. 
January 8-11 - Rev. Wood to Southern Region Conference Ministers 
Meeting and 2024 Regional Youth Event site visit in Virginia Beach, VA. 
January 12-15 - Rev. Wood to Annual Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock 
Conference and Retreat Center. 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of December 3 


First Congregational UCC; Marion, Alabama 
Kim Wood 

Maureen Shelton 

Sonya Williams 

Mary Beth Hayes 


Week of December 10 


Jones Chapel Congregational Christian; Woodbury, Georgia 
Deborah Douglas 

Brian Wilmoth 

Angie Wright 

Stephanie Milton 

Holly Nelson 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; Deer Lodge Congregational 
Church, Deer Lodge TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Howard 
Congregational, Nashville TN; Community Congregational, Montgomery AL; 
Tuscaloosa UCC, Tuscaloosa AL; Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta GA. 
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> 
CHRISTMAS FUND 


FOR THE VETERANS OF THE CROSS 
AND THE EMERGENC Y FUND 


iD The Pension Boards 
i vleowed CT mehol Chisel in 


The Christmas Fund 


The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross is an annual UCC offering 
that expresses thanks to retired and active UCC pastors and lay church 
workers and their families, providing direct assistance to supplement 
pensions, medical insurance costs, and funds to meet emergency needs. 


This year’s Christmas Fund theme is “Grace upon grace,” from John 
1:16: “From Christ's fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” 


Join with others in the United Church of Christ to return “grace upon grace” 
to those who have given so much to each of us and to our churches. 


Email Subscriptions from the United Church of Christ 


Did you know that the United Church of Christ provides weekly and 
monthly newsletters from many ministries that share stories, action alerts, 
resources and educational opportunities and more? Visit the UCC website 
and learn more about these valuable tools. 
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Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock Conference 
Center 


Registration Deadline is December 1, 2023 


Blowing Rock Conference Center's Winter Youth Retreat (WYR) is a retreat 
for UCC youth and like-minded churches from all over the South. 


Youth and leaders are invited to come together for a weekend of worship, 
service, snow, and fun as we take time to build relationships and nurture 
our faith. 


This year’s theme and conversations will be focusing on our relationship 
with the earth and how God calls for us to care for all creation. We will 
explore this theme together through storytelling and the music of Alathea 
as well as small group sessions designed to be hands-on experiences. 


Winners of numerous acoustic music and songwriting awards, the duo 
Alathea takes stories from their own lives and weaves them into music 
that's instantly relatable. Rooted in the Appalachian Mountains, Alathea 
(Mandee Radford Langley and Cristi Johnson) create and perform original 
and traditional music in what they call Front-Porch-style, using eclectic 
instruments, thick modern harmonies and engaging storytelling of life on 
the road, taking cues from nature, their families, and neighbors along the 
Way. 


For registration and programming, visit https://brccenter.org/winter-youth- 
retreat-2/ 
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2024 Opportunites for Growing your Church 


Please mark your calendars for the fourth Wednesdays of the month at 
7:30 pm Eastern (6:30 Central) time and join us for these webinars to 
benefit the stewardship, generosity, and financial ministries of your 
congregation. Provided by the United Church of Christ Office of 
Philanthropy Team, these monthly events are free of charge and will 
provide a wealth of information for your local church ministry. Registration 
is required. 


e jan. 24 - Orientation for Financial Leaders 

Feb. 28 - Rebirth and Renewal 

e April 24 - A Good Pitch - Understanding the Hopes of Our Donors to 
Create Change 

e May 22 - Together for Tomorrow: Planned Giving in the Local 
Congregation 

e July 24 - Narrative Budgets: Telling your Story by the Numbers 

e August 28 - 3 Best Practices for Stewardship in Congregations 

e October 23 - End the Year Strong: Making the Most of Year End Giving 


More details with Zoom links are available on our 


growing-your-church/ 


Cultivating Generous Congregations - Spring 2024 
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Join us for the Cultivating Generous Congregations (CGC) Seminar held 
during select Mondays from February - May of the new year. This event is a 
series and requires registration. For Southeast Conference Congregations, 
please contact the Southeast Conference offices if financial assistance is 
needed in order to participate. To register, go to https://cvent.me/YwOoaz 


The CGC Seminar for pastors and leaders offers an opportunity to explore 
faithful, practical, and tested ways to promote generosity in our 
congregations. Be sure to recruit at least a team of two for this program. 
Changing the culture of your congregation requires more than one 
dedicated leader. 


This is a virtual seminar hosted by the South Central and Southeast 
Conferences on February 19, March 4, March 18, April 8, April 22, and 
May 6 from 7:30 to 9pm EASTERN (6:30 to 8pm Central) 


South Central and Southeast Congregations: The registration fee is $100 
(per team of two) and $50 for each additional team member. All Other 
Congregations: The registration fee is $300 (per team of two) and $50 for 
each additional team member. 


_ PATHWAYS 


4 7 THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


Theology of Gender and Sexuality 
On the UCC website, it states, 


“Gender & Sexuality Justice Ministries seeks transformative justice for our faith 
communities and congregations by just action and love for all. ~ We believe in 
the justice-oriented ministry of Jesus and act with those facing systemic 
oppression at the intersection of gender & sexuality to offer care, sex positive 
education & curriculum, gender & bodily autonomy education & programming, 
policy & advocacy and partnership and outreach opportunities.” 


For those seeking greater knowledge and depth in addressing this 
important justice issue, PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. offers a 
course where participants from across the country have a place to gather in 
online conversations. Go to PATHWAYSTheological.org to register or to find 
out more about the course, Theology of Gender and Sexuality. There is still 
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time to register for this course as well as UCC Polity and History, and 
several other courses which begin in early January 2024. 


Upcoming Event: Youth Feedback Needed 


The Southern Regional Youth Event Steering Committee wants to hear from 
our youth ages 12-17. We are elevating our youth voices in the planning of 
an event designed to engage the needs, wants, and interest of youth! As we 
move the needle in youth ministry reimagining the possibilities, we want to 
make sure that you not only have a seat at the table but that you own this 
space. 


Please complete a short three question survey to assist the steering 
committee in some preliminary planning using the link below. The next 
Steps will be to invite many of the youth to some planning conversations as 
we lay out a format for the regional event. 


(Please forward the link below to any youth in your church who might be 
interested) 
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EQUIP. ENGAGE. 


.. Southern Regional Youth. Event 2024 


July 23 - 26, 2024. 
Virginia Beach, VA 


December 5 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
December 12 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 


December 14 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
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December 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


December 21 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


December 25, 2023 - January 3, 2024 
Christmas Holiday - Conference Office Closed 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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